
 
 
DATE: ​​ ​ Wednesday, Sept 16, 2026, at 6:30 pm 
WHERE: ​ ​ Howard Library / Virtual on Teams 
 
Attendance: Domitillah Antoinee, Lovenia Gorman, Kim Welton, Jessica Mason, Sonya, Emily, Samiya, 
Nicole, Natalie, Scarlett,  Alex, Natalie, Chance, Ms Adaline, Shauna 
Online: Andy Coe, Alfredo Cabeza, Danna Barack, Jon Mullin, Linda Nguyen 
 

Welcome, Introductions & Land Acknowledgement  Domitillah 6:30 - 6:35 

Motion to approve the minutes of the June 2026 meeting Domitillah 6:35 - 6:40 

Principal’s Update 
 

●​ Working with families is very important and Lovenia welcomes 
parents/caregivers into the school and to attend council meetings. 

●​ Friday Update Emails have started again. There may also be 
communication from your child/ren’s teachers. How this looks is 
different depending on how each teacher decides. 

●​ Ms Adaline is the teacher rep for the School Council. 
●​ Cross Country is up and running. Great beginning of the year extra 

curricular. All students are welcome, no one has to qualify. Well 
supported by staff and school council. 

●​ Soccer teams are starting soon - Grades 4-6 
●​ Different clubs will be up and running soon, keep an eye out for 

more information in Lovenia’s Friday emails.  
●​ There has been a donation of yarn that will be used in a crochet 

program. 
●​ Ms Adaline has worked hard to get the new Library/Learning 

Commons furniture in place for the start of the year. Everything is 
now ordered.  A little bit of money left over for maker space items. 
Thanks for the donations from our families. The fundraising for this 
project has come to a close. 

●​ Last year we applied for a grant for the indoor mural but we were 
not successful. That said, a generous donation came in for this so 
Lovenia will be looking into this. All students will be involved in 
some way, interactive.  

●​ Learning Buddies is back - they meet throughout the year. Older 
class with younger class. Great Heights of Learning, school goals, 
reading and looking at tying the mural into this. 

●​ Professional Learning will be happening on a monthly basis. Focus 
on writing and literacy as Howard tries to reduce gaps in these 
areas. 

●​ Teachers have worked hard to get calming corners in their rooms. 

Lovenia 6:40 - 6:55 



Develop 2nd and 3rd common areas this year. Thinking about a 
calming space on the main floor for Kindy classes. 

●​ Literacy assessments will be happening soon. 
●​ Resource Support for ESL students. 
●​ Reorganizing classes will be happening soon. Actual numbers are 

the students who have shown up. Should know by next week. 
Monday Sep 28 this information will be shared with Howard 
families. Lovenia does not make these decisions. 

●​ School Council elections have been coming up. We must follow 
the by-laws. One thing we need to do: Lovenia needs to advertise 
what the elections look like and when it will be happening (Google 
Form) to all Howard families. 

●​ A nutrition program is coming this Fall. Not really set up for it. The 
fridge and dishwasher have been delivered but the kitchen space 
has not been renovated. Still working on logistics. Looking for a 
parent to be a part of the Nutrition Committee with Lovenia and 
Staff. This will be in the Friday emails. Looking for ideas on how to 
roll out the program. 

●​ National Day of Truth and Reconciliation is coming up on Sep 30. 
Orange ribbons will be added to the gates. 

 
Thank you Domitillah for all your work for the past year as the Council 
Chair. She has done an excellent job. Her children are no longer at 
Howard so she is not eligible to continue on as Chair. Looking to have 
co-chairs so that the responsibilities are shared.  

Financial Update / Fundraising Updates  
 

●​ Last year we allocated $60,000 to many different things across the 
school.  

●​ Alfredo walked through the budget and explained it for the new 
families/people. Finances are Nov-Nov, not Sep - Sep so we still 
have money for the start of the school year.  

●​ New ideas are welcome for things to do/happen in the school.  
●​ We raise money at two parts of the year - Beginning: The Pizza 

Lunch and Fall Fete. End of year: Parent Social. 
●​ The Hootananny brought in a large amount last year so it would be 

good to do something like this again.  
●​ If you have any finance questions please ask Alfredo.  

Alfredo 6:55 - 7:15 

Committee and Club Updates 
●​ Musical 

This year is the year for the Musical. It’s for older grades only. All are 
welcome to come to the show. This year will be different as we are trying 
to find a musical to do - we cannot purchase any so this would make it 
harder (copyright). Michelle is trying to work out what it will be. Staff are 
interested in helping. All businesses/people who help (equipment, dance 
instructor etc) must be an official TDSB vendor.  

●​ Movie Night - Looking for someone to run this. If someone has a 
projector that would be helpful.  

●​ STEM Night - no. A month heads up to Ms Adaline. Looking to 
partner with parents. 

●​ Fall Fete update committee - Nicole organized this for the past 
two years. Lots of moving parts and need lots of volunteering. In 
need of Lead volunteers - silent auction, trade up table, cake walk, 
sponsorship and graphic lead. Volunteers all need Police Checks. 

Domitillah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole 
 
 

7:15 - 7:25 



Check in Lovenia’s Friday emails on how to do this. It is free. 
Nancy has to write a letter for applications so please email her to 
arrange. Last weekend of October - around 25. Waiting for the 
permit to come through. If you want to sign up 
fallfetehoward@gmail.com. 

●​ Teacher Supplies and Tech - teachers will be working on their 
lists to submit to the council to allocate funds.  

●​ Equity & Garden - Shauna will be heading this committee this 
year. Indigenous teaching group to come at the end of the month. 
Earth Buddies 5-6 grades. Looking at bringing in Little Sprouts for 
the younger grades.  

●​ Mental Health & Well-Being - more information to come next 
month  

●​ Literacy/Reading Event - looking at another Read-A-Thon again 
that is school wide. Parents help Ms Adaline to run this. Forest of 
Reading - K-6. Get through books depending on their reading 
level. Students who successfully get through their reading list go to 
a Rock Concert for books where they can meet the authors. 

●​ Sports & Team Building - See Lovenia’s update. No updates 
other than the last of the budget will be used in the next few 
weeks.  

●​ Parent Engagement - created a survey. Looking to send it out 
again, mid year.  

●​ Equity Access - some of the money from this went to Hoodies for 
all students. It will probably happen mid year, if not, definitely at 
the end of the year again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Business  
-​ Grant application email is still available. 
-​ Domitillah will get the google form link from Lovenia for elections of 

members and the new Co-Chairs. All members have to fill out the 
form - even if you were on the council last year.  

Domitillah 7:25 - 7:30 

Motion to Adjournment—Next Meeting is October 21, 2026  7:45 

  
 

 
 
 
Please help us and the administration better understand your concerns by adding your thoughts here. See 
below for some background on the Council and explore the blog for examples of past activities. 
 
To join remotely, click the link below: 
Microsoft Teams link : Howard Council Meeting 

https://forms.gle/8McLbgNCQfj9V3Wn6
https://forms.gle/8McLbgNCQfj9V3Wn6
https://howardpublicschool.com/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_NGRlZTk5NGItZTE4NS00MjEyLWIwMWUtZTYxMWM3MzdkZTdh@thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22:%22c4d72b4d-8155-4a90-9155-7705148c41ca%22,%22Oid%22:%2275ba1847-fd42-4502-a7d4-d18be19a148e%22%7D


 
 


